Project/Activity Report

Title: Chinese Pangolin Conservation in Khotang: A School Awareness Program
Date: 2081-05-05 to 2081-05-18
Overview:

The pangolins are a globally threatened species, they are coping with immense threats.
Habitat loss and fragmentation, illegal hunting, and poaching, lack of food and water,
diseases, human disturbance, lack of awareness and education, etc. are the major threats to
pangolins. These existing threats create a difficult scenario for the conservation of pangolin
species. The lack of knowledge about ecological importance can be addressed by creating
awareness among school children for sustainable and long-term monitoring of pangolin
species around Khotang. From the school level education, we can develop general idea about
the importance of conservation and its benefits to the upcoming generation.
The pangolin awareness program was conducted among 14 schools of Khotang district
including both private and governmental school. A total 725 students were participated in
this event. This event became more meaningful by the active participation of the students
and teachers.
Objective:

I To demonstrate the importance of biodiversity.

ii. To give general overview about the available animals around Khotang

iii. To create the awareness about the pangolin conservation among school children

iv. To select five schools to establish eco-club.

Activities Undertaken:

Activities:
1. At first short pre evaluation questionnaire to test the existing knowledge about the
pangolin in students.
2. The presentation about the pangolin conservation begins with the short introduction
about biodiversity.
3. The presentation on IUCN status, distribution range, and morphology of captured
animals in camera trap placed in forest of Khotang.
4. The presentation on pangolin general biology, importance, threats and rules and
regulations with photographic representation.
The short conservation video about pangolin was presented.
After completion of presentation the post evaluation questions are filled again.
Stickers, pangolin mask and posters were given to participants.
Q/N session with the participant students and teachers.
At last, a group photo was taken with the participants
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Key Achievements:

e Successfully create a basic understanding about the ecological importance of
pangolin among school children.
e Five school were selected to form eco-club.

e Initial rapport was built with the local stakeholders, students, local people, school
teacher and principals.




e Publication of two news article highlighting the pangolin conservation program.

Challenges Faced:

e The lack of reliable electronic devices such as laptop create problem while
conducting the presentation.

e In certain cases the absence of power backup also create problem when there is no
electricity in the school.

e The lack of sufficient printed resources like stickers, face masks, poster create
problem while

e Address any challenges or obstacles encountered during the reporting period. This
could encompass logistical issues, unforeseen difficulties, or any hindrances to
progress.

Lessons Learned:

e Prior communication is the most important while working in the unknown area.
Hence, phone calls and communication is a most required task before going to the
field for conservation programs.

e In the preparation of the presentation for these type of awareness programs more
inclusion of picture and videos is very crucial to attract the attention of the students
and listeners.

e We should be able to know the genuine interest and willingness of the teachers
about the conservation program.

Upcoming Activities:

The next step of this project is to establish the eco-club in the selected schools. After the
selection, the two-day training/ workshop will be conducted among the selected school
students on the role and responsibilities of the eco-club. Additionally, we will discuss plans
for pangolin conservation and biodiversity conservation with the students and teachers of
selected schools. In those schools after the workshop, they will actively conduct the pangolin
awareness program in the community.

Data and Analysis:

Data analysis will is not relevant for this program.

Next Steps:

Already mentioned in the upcoming activities section.

Conclusion:

A total 14 school and 725 students from different part of Khotang district get actively
involved in this event. During the presentation pangolin general biology, importance, threats




and challenges were discussed with the school students. Majority of the students identify
pangolin species and they have general understanding and knowledge about the pangolin
biology. The students are interested and have positive attitude toward the conservation of
pangolins.

Conservation awareness is the key to safeguarding global biodiversity. Hence, the pangolin
conservation awareness program for school children is the first step to creating a better
tomorrow for the pangolin species.

Attachments:

Links of the two online newspaper that disseminate our Pangolin conservation awareness
program in Khotang.

Links:
https://solududhkundaonline.com/archives/2698?fbclid=lwY2xjawFgkUZleHRUA2FIbQIxM
QABHBFFXLOUVFITDr46AtRbcey6foiLPN540Bc7wbcHIVWImPpjkc4ozmTiA _aem jggEP
MUeGWHWwWOChGJINhHA
https://shilapatra.com/detail/145134?fbclid=IwY2xjawFgkiFIeHRUA2FIbQIXMQABHT4PRS
Eb-N8H4vaNwvDI0alvEI6Y5Iqj47L2Wzzh40QV485nVqJGVNLmM-
w_aem_SOTVEbrVzCTauGlvwx4aKQ

Contact Information:

Nishan Limbu

Assistant Researcher
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